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The HCVF concept as a landscape
planning tool

Dr Ruth Nussbaum
ProForest
March 06
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Overview

• What is the HCVF concept
• How is the concept used
• Why is it a useful landscape planning tool

• HCVF = High Conservation Value Forest
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What is the HCVF concept?

• A conservation framework
• Focuses on identification and protection

of conservation attributes
• Sets out a process to follow
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High Conservation Value Forest
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High Conservation Values

• HCV1: Significant
concentrations of
biodiversity

• HCV2: Significant large
landscape-level forests

• HCV3: Rare or
threatened forest
ecosystems
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High Conservation Values

• HCV4: Basic services of
nature in critical
situations

• HCV5: Fundamental to
provision of basic needs

• HCV6: Critical to
traditional cultural
identity
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HCVF Process

• Identify values
– Utilise existing data and information
– Consultation and field visits

• Maintain or enhance values
– Existing protection and threats
– Location and management of additional

areas

• Monitor to ensure values maintained
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How HCVF is being used
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HCVF for land-use planning

• Provides a framework:
– Uses existing

information
– Consultation with

interested parties
– New information

only where needed

HCVF 10
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HCVF for land-use planning

• All scales from
local to regional

• Includes both
environmental and
social issues

• Link between
different actors
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HCVF in the Caucasus

• Transboundary Colchic forest
– NE Turkey and SW Georgia
– 83,000 ha

• WWF-led project to provide support for
ecoregional planning and identify:
– New protected areas
– Commercial and community use
– Priorities for restoration
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HCVF identified
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Conclusions

• HCVF concept being increasing widely
accepted and used

• Uses existing approaches – doesn’t
replace them

• The HCVF Resource Network
(www.hcvf.org)
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